
Unit 2 and 3: Numbers to 5 
and Using the 5 Frame 
•  About this Unit: 
•    
•  Identifying numerals: Students will identify and write 

numbers to 5.  

•  Counting objects: Students will count out objects up to 5 with 
the understanding that the last number named tells the 
number of objects counted. 

•  One-to-one correspondence: Students will pair objects and 
number names when counting to 5.  

•  Greater than/less than: Students will identify whether the 
number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or 
equal to the number of objects in another group.  

 

Making  Five 
 
We work on decomposing 
(breaking apart) the number 
5 by using five frames and 
number bonds.  

Conversation 
Starters: 

 
§  How can you make 5? 
 
§  2 and what make 5? 4 

and what is 5? 

§  What is one more than 4? 

§  What is one less than 2? 
 

Five Frame 
Game: 

https://illuminations.nctm.org/
Activity.aspx?id=3564 
 
 

5 

3 ? 



Unit 2 and 3 
Vocabulary 

Term Definition Example 

Number 
Sense 

Having a sense of what 
numbers mean and 
understanding their 
relationship to one 
another. 

Five Frame A five frame is a 1x5 
array. Each box is large 
enough to hold a counter. 
Five frames provide a 
visual image of a 
number. Filling frames 
with counters helps 
children learn to subitize. 

 
 
 
 

Subitize The ability to quickly 
identify the number of 
items in a small set 
without counting. This 
helps to develop number 
sense. 

“Five 
Friends” 

Five friends are all the 
different combinations 
of ways to make 5: 
5 and 0, 4 and 1, 3 and 2, 
2 and 3, 1 and 4, 0 and 5. 

	  
3 and 2 is 5 

 
1 and 4 is 5 

Number 
Bonds 

A number bond is made 
of three components: 
the whole and its two 
parts. When the two 
parts are put together, 
they equal the whole. 

5 

3 2 

This five frame shows 4 
red counters and 1 

yellow counter. 
 4 and 1 is 5.  


